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“Life doesn’t always unfold as plan, but the

dumps along the road make me stronger.”

Sunoo-ENHYPEN-

vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Gratitude to God Almighty for his blessings, the author can complete this
thesis entitled “THE REPRESENTATION OF RADICAL-CULTURAL
FEMINISM IN THE CHARACTERS OF MRS. WORMWOOD IN ROALD
DAHL'S MATILDA (1988).” This thesis is prepared in order to fulfil the
requirements in completing a bachelor's degree in higher education. In the process
of writing this thesis, of course, the author faced various challenges that were not
easy, new insights in feminist research, and valuable experiences throughout the
process to finish until the end, even with all the limitations possessed by the author,
this thesis could be completed thanks to the support, guidance, and learning from
various parties. Therefore, the author realises the importance of expressing
gratitude to all those who have been involved and contributed to this research. On
this occasion, the author would like to express her gratitude to:

1. Prof. Dr. Ni Komang Arie Suwastini, S.Pd., M. Hum as the first supervisor who
has been pleased to guide the author from the beginning of starting to write a thesis
until completing this thesis. Not only did she act as a supervisor, but she also taught
the author new lessons, patience, perseverance, and useful life lessons.

2. I Nyoman Pasek Hadi Saputra, S.Pd., M.Pd as the second supervisor who has
given a lot of advice to the author to be better prepared for life after graduating from
college.

3. My sincere gratitude goes to my mother and father. Especially my mother Kadek
Suardi, who is always there in every moment, both pleasant and sad. Thanks to my
mother, the author does not give up and always has hope for the future and is also
the first child in a big family who can go to college and get a bachelor's degree.

4. Huge thanks to I Gusti Ayu Sandra Hardiyanti as an sister, best friend, and fairy
godmother who always accompanies the author, listening to all problems both joy
and sorrow. The author would like to appreciate Sandra for always helping the
author in the process of completing the thesis.

5. The author's gratitude goes to ENHYPEN: JungWon, HeeSung, Jay, Jake,
Sunghoon, Sunoo, and NIKI. As an ENGENE, the author is grateful to ENHYPEN
for always entertaining the author when he felt burnout and lost motivation when
writing his thesis. I hope that one day I can watch ENHYPEN's concert and thank
them for their support through the amazing works of all members.

6. Luh Putu Anggun Cahyani as the author of this thesis who never gave up, even
though she was not as great as others but she was great for herself. Thank you
Anggun for enduring until this thesis is finished. May you succeed and achieve your
dreams.

7. The author's gratitude goes to Andin, Angel, Bagas, and Diagung as friends in
lectures. They helped the author in preparing the proposal seminar until the thesis

vii



session. Without them, the author would not have been able to carry out the seminar
and session smoothly. Moreover, they also became friends for the author during the
lecture period although only for a limited time.

8. The author would also like to express his gratitude to those who support and
provide opportunities for the author in building a career, namely, English For Bali
Community, TK Wangun Sesana, and Ganesha University of Education which has
become a place for the author to develop into a human being with a better

personality.
Singaraja, 5 Maret 2025

Luh Putu Anggun Cahyani

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

LEMBAR PERSETUJUAN PEMBIMBING.......cccccooviiniiiiinieeieeececeeeieee I

LEMBAR PERSETUJUAN DOSEN PENGUIJI SKRIPSI ......ccoooiiiiniiiniiienn II

LEMBAR PERSETUJUAN DAN PENGESAHAN PANITIA UJIAN SKRIPSI

.............................................................................................................................. 1T
ABSTRACT ...ttt ettt ettt s e s e eseesseesseesaesseenseeseans v
ABSTRAK ..ottt ettt sttt et e st b et e eaaereenae e A%
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt IX
LIST OF FIGURES.......c.oi ittt ettt ettt saeeaeeseeenas X1V
LIST OF TABLES (4SS - Kt 7 I . ....................... XV
LIST OF APPENDICES ......ccoeoitiiiiiitiiiieeeii et eeesteeaesaee e sesnaenneesaesseesseeneennas XVI
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION.........ccctiitieieeiiiiteenieeeesseeaessaessseaesseassaesesseensessnens 1
1.1. RESEARCH BACKGROUND ......cccccceiieiiiuurireeeeeeeesaiisnnreeeseesessssinsereeseseesennnnns 1
1.2. PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION ......cooitiimiiiniianiienieenieenneenueesieeenseesiseenneesieeennees 7
1.3, PROBLEM LIMITATION........cuvuriiiiiiiieiiiiiirieeeeeeeeeninsnereeeseeeessienssreeeseeeessnninns 8
1.4.  STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH QUESTION .......cceeiuteeeeiiureeeeaiirreeeesnrneeeenns 9
1.5.  OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH ......uuiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeee e eans 9
1.6.  DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS .....cciiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieeniieeieeie et 9
1.6.1.  Radical FeMINISML.........cc.oiiiiiiiiiieniiieiesie et 10
1.6.2.  Character and Characterization ............c..ccccueeevuveeecieeeeieeeeereeeereeenns 10
L.6.3.  INOVEL .ottt ettt et 10

1.7.  SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH ......cccctiiiiieniiniieniienieenite et enee e 11
1.7.1. Theoretical SigNifiCaNCE ..........ccccveeviieriiieriieniieiie e 11
1.7.1.1. Literature Learning............cccueevveerieeiieenieeiieniieeieesieeeieesieesve e 11
1.7.1.2. Language Learning...........cccceecveeruieeieenieeiieniieeieesiee e eiee e e 12

1.7.2. Feminists Id€0lOZIES........cccueiiiiiiiieiiieieeieeeece e 12
1.7.3.  Practical SignifiCance..........ccceevieriieriieniieiieeie e 13
1.7.3.1. For EFL Students ..........ccceviieiiieiiieiieieeieee e 13

X



| C IO 2o Gl =T 1) <) 4 TR 13

1.7.3.3. FOT Parents ......cccccooueeriiiiiiiiieiecieeeeeceeeee e 14
1.7.3.4. FOT SOCIELY ..uvieiiieiiieiie ettt ettt ettt et 14
1.7.3.5. For Other Researchers...........coceveeveriinienienieniecceeseeeeeene 15
CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .........cccocoiiiiiiiiiee 16
2.1. THEORETICAL REVIEW ......coiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et eeeetree e e e e eeetaraeee e e 16
2. 1.1 FEMINISII ottt sttt 16
2.1.2. Radical FemMINiSm ..........coeeviiriiniiiiinieniieieseeeee e 20
2.1.3. Ideal Traits of Radical-Cultural Feminists...........ccceeceeeviienienirennenne. 25
2.1.4. Children’s LIterature.........coeeeeiiieeerienenienieieeienieenee e 28
2.1.5. Novel and Its EI@MEents .........cccceoeeiiirieniiiiiniiieeieneeieeeceeee e 30
2.1.5.1. ThemC om0 8. AL L 0L S 0 PO Lo 32
2.1.5.2. Plofr s W ati . S A o S, ..................... 34
2.1.5.3. POINE Of VAW ..euiiiiiiiiieiiieieiie sttt ettt 37
2.1.5 SEEE . S 0 5. 0 S b S A R .. ... 40
2.1.5. SEESTY SR o 2 0o, S ).~ SRR . .............. 43
2.1.6. Characterization and Technique of Character Revelations.................. 45
2.1.7. Roald Dahl’s Biography ...........cccceeiieiiiinieiiienieeieesee e 50
2.2. EMPIRICAL REVIEW .....ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieceeeeeciiereeeeeeeeeneianneeesesseeeesentrreneeseeeens 52
2.3. RESEARCH MODEL .......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeesssnsssssseseeeeesnssrneesseeeens 58
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD.........ccooiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeeeee e 62
3.1. RESEARCH DESIGN ....cociiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeieiieiineeeeeeseesasisssnneesseeeeesesssreeeseseeesnnnnns 62
3.2. RESEARCH SUBJECT........cciiittttrriieeeeeeeieiirreeeeeeeeeeneiisrneeeeseeeensesssseeeseseessnninns 62
3.3. RESEARCH OBIECT ..cceiiiiiiieiiieeieeeeeeeeeecirreeeeeeeeeeeeisrneeeeseeeensessssseeeseseeesnnnns 63
3.4. INSTRUMENT OF DATA COLLECTION ....c..coiuiiiiniiiiieiieiienieeie e 63
3.4. 1. RESEAICRET ......eiieiiiieiiieiecee e e 63
3.4.2. Plot Segmentation Table..........cccceevieriiiiiiniiiieceee e 64
3.4.3. Data Tabulation Table .........cccccocerviriiniiiinieieeeeee e 65
3.4.4. Data Classification Table.........cccoccevieiiriiniininiinecceeeceeen 66
3.5, DATA ANALYSIS ..uuvveeiieeeeeieeiittereeeeeeeeeeecirreeeeeseeeeeettrreereseeeensestsreeeseeeeeannnes 67
3.5.1. Data COlleCtioN ..c..ccuevuieriiiieriieieeiesteteeee e 68



3.5.2. Data CONAENSAION ... e e e eeeeaeeeaeeeeeaeaeaeeeaeaeaans 68

3.5.3. Data DiSPIay ..c..ceeiieiiieiieieeitee et 69
3.5.4. Conclusion DIawing .........cceecueerireiiienieeiiieeie e steeiee e sae e 70

3.6. RESEARCH PROCEDURE .......cuuvviiiiieeiieieiiirreeeeeeeeeeeeitreeeeeeeeeeeseessseeeseeeeesnnnns 71
3.7. RESEARCH TRUSTWORTHINESS .......ccoottturrreiieeeeeeeiirrreeeeeeeeeeieisrreeeeeeeeesnninns 73
3.8. RESEARCH SCHEDULE .......cccccuvvvieiieeeeeieiiirreeeeeeeeeeeeitrneeeeeeeeesseessseeeseseessnnnnns 74
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS .....ooiiiiiiieinieeieeesie e 76
.1 FINDINGS ..vvvvveeieeeeeeecctieeeeee e eeeecaaee e e e eeeeetaereeeeeeeeeeetasraeeaeseeeeesrntrreeeeseeeens 76

4.1.1. The Characters of Mrs. Wormwood as Radical-Cultural Feminist in

Matilda.......oocveenireenreneennssiotee oot S0 eeneeeneeneeeneeeenaneontesaneneesnennes 76
4.1.1.1 Mrs. Wormwood as an Ignorant Mother.................cccceecveeirennnnne. 77
4.1.1.1.1 Mrs. Wormwood as a Neglectful Mother.................cccoeenne.e. 78
4.1.1.1.2 Mrs. Wormwood as a Partial Woman ..............ccccoceveeninens 83
4.1.1.1.3 Mrs. Wormwood as an Obsessive Woman..........ccc..ceceeuenene 88
4.1.1.2 Mrs. Wormwood as an Affectionate Wife............cceceenienirennnnne. 92
4.1.1.2.1 Mrs. Wormwood as a Sympathetic Wife ...........cccoeverrirenennnn. 93
4.1.1.2.2 Mrs. Wormwood as a Helpful Wife ..........cccoocoeiiininnnnnnnn. 97
4.1.1.2.3 Mrs. Wormwood as a Nurturing Housewife ......................... 101
4.1.1.3 Mrs. Wormwood as a Tactful Woman.........ccccceeeviinennenienenee. 104
4.1.1.3.1 Mrs. Wormwood as a Resourceful Woman .......................... 105
4.1.1.3.2 Mrs. Wormwood as @ GambIer ..........cccceeeeveirieneenenienenne. 109
4.1.1.4 Mrs. Wormwood as a Self-Centered Woman .............ccccoceeneee. 113
4.1.1.4.1 Mrs. Wormwood as a Dependent Woman ................cceeuneen. 114
4.1.1.4.2 Mrs. Wormwood as an Anxious Woman .............ccceeeueernnenne 118
4.1.1.5 Mrs. Wormwood as an Attractive Woman .............cceceeeruvenerennen. 120
4.1.1.5.1 Mrs. Wormwood as a Pretty Woman ...........ccecceevveeniiennnnnn. 122
4.1.1.5.2 Mrs. Wormwood as a Fashionable Woman .......................... 125

4.1.2 The Characters of Mrs. Wormwood as a Radical-Cultural Feminist . 128
4.1.2.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Negative Masculinity Traits .............cc.c....... 130
4.1.2.1.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Ignorant as Negative Masculinity Traits 131
4.1.2.1.1.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Neglectful Mother.... 132
4.1.2.1.1.2 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Partial Mother .......... 135

X1



4.1.2.1.1.3 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as an Obsessive Woman . 139
4.1.2.2 Mrs. Wormwood’s Positive Femininity Traits...........cccccceevueennee. 143
4.1.2.2.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Affection as Positive Femininity Traits . 144
4.1.2.1.2.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Sympathetic Wife .... 144
4.1.2.1.2.2 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Helpful Wife............ 148
4.1.2.1.2.3 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Nurturing Housewife 151

4.1.2.2.2 Mrs. Wormwood’s Attractiveness as Positive Femininity Traits

.............................................................................................................. 155
4.1.2.2.2.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Pretty Woman.......... 156
4.1.2.2.2.2 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Fashionable Woman 159

4.1.2.3 Mrs. Wormwood’s Positive Masculinity Traits...............ccceee.e. 162

4.1.2.3.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Traits as a Tactful Woman..................... 163
4.1.2.3.1.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Resourceful Woman 164
4.1.2.3.1.2 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Gambler ................... 168

4.1.2.4 Mrs. Wormwood’s Negative Femininity TraitS............ccoeeeueenee.. 171

4.1.2.4.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Traits as a Self-Centered Woman .......... 172

4.1.2.4.1.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as a Dependent Woman .. 172

4.1.2.4.1.2 Mrs. Wormwood’s Character as an Anxious Woman.... 176

4.2. DISCUSST SN W ... =0 NP S ............... 178
4.2.1 Complexity of Mrs. Wormwood’s Character .........ccoceeveereeenieniennennne. 179
4.2.1.1 Mrs. Wormwood’s Flat Antagonist Character............................. 182
4.2.1.2 The Statical of Mrs. Wormwood’s Character .............cccccccoevueeee. 185

4.2.2 Mrs. Wormwood’s Higher Positive Femininity and Lower Negative

FOMININIEY ..ooitiiiiieiieiie ettt ettt ettt e siaeesbeesneeenseas 187
4.2.2.1 The Impact of Mrs. Wormwood’s Higher Positive Femininity ... 189
4.2.2.2 The Impact of Mrs. Wormwood’s Lower Negative Femininity .. 191
4.2.2.3 The Impact of Mrs. Wormwood’s Negative and Positive

Masculinities Traits as a Radical-Cultural Feminist............ccccceveeenennnen. 194

4.3. RESEARCH IMPLICATION.......cooiitrureieeeeeeeeiiirreeeeeeeeeeeinrreeeeeeeeeeesesrrsreeseeeens 196
4.3.1 Implication for Students............cceeeeerieeiiieniieiieeceeee e 197
4.3.2 Implication for Teachers.........ccccoevieriiiiiiiiieiiieie e 198
4.3.3 Implication for Parents...........ccccueeeueerieeiiienieeiieieceeeee e 199

Xii



4.3.4 Implication fOr SOCIELY ......cccuierieeiiieiieeiieie et 200

4.3.5 Implication for Other Researchers...........ccccoeeuveviinciienieniiieiieeieee, 201
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION ..ottt 203
5.1. SUMMARY ...oooiiiiiiiiieie e eeeeciteeeeee e e et eeeetaae e e e e e e eeeeetaraeeeeeeeeeasaarsreeeeseeeennnes 203
5.2. CONCLUSION .....uuttririiieeeeeieiirreeeeeeeeeeeiiitrereeeseeeeesessrreeeseeeeeansirrrreseseesensnnns 206
5.3, SUGGESTION .....ouuttriiiiieeeeeieiiirreeeeeeeeeeesiitrreeeeseeeeesestareeeeseeeeeanssrrrreseseesennnnes 208
REFERENCES. ..ottt sttt 210
APPENDICES. ..ottt sttt ettt 225

xiii



LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 3.1 Adaptation of the Interactive Qualitative Data Analysis Model by

Miles, Huberman, and Saldana (2014)

X1V



LIST OF TABLES

Table 2.1.3 The Traits of Radical-Cultural FEMInistS......ccoeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennn. 28
Table 3.1 Plot Segmentation of Matilda Novel ..........c.cccccoevieiiivenieniiiiieee, 69
Table 3.2 Data Tabulation of Mrs. Wormwood Characters.........ccceeeeeeeeeeeenn.... 69

Table 3.3 Data Classification Table of Radical-Cultural Feminism Traits in

Mrs. Wormwood Characters ...........ooeeuerierieeienienienienieeie ettt 71
Table 4.1 The Characters of Mrs. Wormwood in Matilda (1988)..................... 84
Table 4.2 The Characters of Mrs. Wormwood as an Ignorant Mother .............. 86
Table 4.3 The Characters of Mrs. Wormwood as an Affectionate Wife ........... 101
Table 4.4 The Characters of Mrs. Wormwood as a Tactful Woman................. 113

Table 4.5 The Characters of Mrs. Wormwood as a Self-Centered Woman ...... 122
Table 4.6 The Characters of Mrs. Wormwood as an Attractive Woman........... 129
Table 4.7 The Radical-Cultural Feminism Traits of Mrs. Wormwood’s

Characters in Matilda (1988) .........cooiiiiiiiieiiieeee et 137

XV



LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix 1 Roald Dahl’s Matilda (1988) Synopsis................

Appendix 2 Plot Segmentation of Roald Dahl’s Matilda (1988)......................

Appendix 3 Data Tabulation of Mrs. Wormwood’s Character

XVvi



