
 

 

SWEAR WORDS USED BY JAPANESE: A 

DESCRIPTIVE QUALITATIVE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY: 

PANDE KADEK DEA ARIANTARI 

NIM 2112021126 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION 

FACULTY OF LANGUAGE AND ART  

UNIVERSITAS PENDIDIKAN GANESHA 

SINGARAJA 

2025 

 



 

 

SWEAR WORDS USED BY JAPANESE: A 

DESCRIPTIVE QUALITATIVE STUDY 

 

SKRIPSI 

 

Diajukan kepada  

Universitas Pendidikan Ganesha 

Untuk Memenuhi Salah Satu Persyaratan dalam Menyelesaikan  

Program Sarjana Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris 

 

Oleh 

Pande Kadek Dea Ariantari  

NIM 2112021126 

 

 

JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 

FAKULTAS BAHASA DAN SENI 

UNIVERSITAS PENDIDIKAN GANESHA SINGARAJA 

SINGARAJA 

2025 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

DEDICATION 

 

This thesis is highly dedicated to the following: 

Ida Sang Hyang Widhi Wasa 

For the divine blessing 

 

My Parents: 

Kadek Sudistra 

Pande Made Yastari 

For the endless encouragement, love,  

and heartfelt prayers. 

 

My Supervisors: 

Prof. Dr. I Gede Budasi, M.Ed. 

Dr. Dewa Putu Ramendra, S.Pd., M.Pd. 

For the invaluable guidance, patience,  

and insightful feedback. 

 

  



 

i 
 

ACKNOWLEGMENT 

All praise and gratitude the writer gives to God Almighty for His endless grace, 

love, and blessings, which have made it possible for the writer to complete this 

thesis entitled “Swear Words Used by Japanese: A Descriptive Qualitative 

Study.” This thesis is written as one of the requirements for completing higher 

education. The journey of working on this research has been filled with challenges, 

both academic and non-academic. However, thanks to the guidance, support, and 

prayers from many people, the writer has finally managed to finish this thesis in the 

best way possible. 

As a form of appreciation for those who have helped, the writer would like to 

sincerely express heartfelt thanks and respect to everyone who, either directly or 

indirectly, has contributed to the research and completion of this thesis. 

1. Prof. Dr. I Gede Budasi, M.Ed., as the first thesis advisor, who patiently and 

thoroughly provided valuable academic guidance. He not only guided the 

writer through the research process but also continuously shared deep 

insights, constructive feedback, and uplifting motivation. 

2. Dr. Dewa Putu Ramendra, S.Pd., M.Pd., as the second thesis advisor, who 

gave thoughtful direction and highly valuable input at every stage of this 

research. His patience and support have been a great source of strength for 

the writer in facing challenges during the research and writing process. 

3. Prof. Dr. Putu Kerti Nitiasih, M.A., as the academic advisor, who has guided 

and supported the writer throughout this academic journey. 

4. All lecturers of the English Education Study Program, who have dedicated 

themselves to sharing knowledge and insights during the writer’s college 

years. Their teaching went beyond classroom theory—it became an 

inspiration and learning experience that shaped the writer’s way of thinking 

and helped expand both academic and professional perspectives. 

5. Beloved parents, Kadek Sudistra and Pande Made Yastari, also my siblings, 

who have tirelessly given their love, prayers, and unwavering support. From 



 

ii 
 

the beginning to the end of this academic journey, they have been the 

writer’s pillars of strength and sources of motivation. Without them, this 

achievement would not have been possible. 

6. Nao, Kyo, and Shimon, who willingly helped during the data collection 

process and made a meaningful contribution to this research. Their time, 

effort, and dedication in providing relevant and valuable information were 

extremely helpful in forming the research analysis. Without their help, this 

study would not have gone as well as it did. I hope we meet again soon. 

7. Closest friends, who were always there with irreplaceable support and 

encouragement. Their presence not only brought joy during busy academic 

times but also provided a space to share stories, struggles, and motivation 

that strengthened the writer to finish this research.  

8. Mono, my beloved dog, who—without words—faithfully stayed by my side 

through every stage of writing this thesis. His presence brought comfort and 

warmth. Thank you for being a loyal companion, always showing joy and 

unconditional love. 

9. Last but not least thank you to myself, for enduring many obstacles, 

exhaustion, and challenges throughout this process. Thank you for holding 

on, for continuing to try, and for not giving up even when things got 

overwhelming and doubts appeared. Thank you for always learning, 

growing, and doing your best. 

May all the kindness, knowledge, and support given by the people mentioned above 

be returned to them in abundance. 

 

Singaraja, 8 April 2025  

 

 

Pande Kadek Dea Ariantari 



 

v 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEGMENT ...........................................................................................i 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... iii 

ABSTRAK .............................................................................................................iv 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................................................... v 

LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................... vii 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................... viii 

CHAPTER I  INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study ............................................................................... 1 

1.2 Problem Identification ................................................................................... 4 

1.3 Limitation of the Study .................................................................................. 5 

1.4 Statements of the Problem ............................................................................. 5 

1.5 Objectives of the Study .................................................................................. 5 

1.6 Significances of the Study ............................................................................. 6 

1.6.1 Theoretical Significance ........................................................................ 6 

1.6.2 Practical Significances .......................................................................... 6 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms ................................................................................ 7 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW ............................................................. 9 

2.1 Theoretical Review ........................................................................................ 9 

2.1.2 Sociolinguistics ..................................................................................... 9 

2.1.3 Swear Words ........................................................................................ 11 

2.1.4 The Forms of Swear Words ................................................................. 12 

2.1.5 The References of Swear Words ......................................................... 14 

2.1.6 The Functions of Swear Words ........................................................... 18 

2.2 Empirical Review ........................................................................................ 20 



 

vi 
 

CHAPTER III  RESEARCH METHOD ........................................................... 24 

3.1 Research Design .......................................................................................... 24 

3.2 Research Setting .......................................................................................... 24 

3.3 Subjects and Objects of the Study ............................................................... 25 

3.4 Data and Data Sources ................................................................................. 25 

3.5 Methods of Data Collection ......................................................................... 26 

3.6 Data Instruments .......................................................................................... 27 

3.7 Methods of Data Analysis ............................................................................ 29 

3.8 Trustworthiness ............................................................................................ 30 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS ............................................. 31 

4.1 Findings ....................................................................................................... 31 

4.1.1 The Swear Words Used by Japanese ................................................... 31 

4.1.2 The Forms of Swear Words Used by Japanese ................................... 43 

4.1.3 The References of Swear Words Used by Japanese ............................ 51 

4.1.4 The Functions of Swear Words Used by Japanese .............................. 55 

4.2 Discussion .................................................................................................... 96 

CHAPTER V CLOSURE .................................................................................. 101 

5.1 Conclusions ............................................................................................... 101 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................................ 103 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................... 104 

APPENDICES .................................................................................................... 109 

 

 

 

  



 

vii 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 4. 1 Swear Words Used by Japanese ........................................................... 31 

Table 4. 2 The Swear Words Used by Japanese in the Form of Monomorphemic 

Word ...................................................................................................................... 44 

Table 4. 3 The Swear Words Used by Japanese in the Form of Polymorphemic 

Word ...................................................................................................................... 45 

Table 4. 4 The Swear Words Used by Japanese in the Form of Phrases ............... 47 

Table 4. 5  The Swear Words Used by Japanese in the Form of Independent 

Clauses .................................................................................................................. 50 

Table 4. 6 References of Swear Words Used by Japanese .................................... 51 

Table 4. 7 The Swear Words Swear Words Used by Japanese That Have a 

Function to Expression of Emotions ..................................................................... 56 

Table 4. 8 The Swear Word Used by Japanese That Have a Function to Emphasis

 ............................................................................................................................... 67 

Table 4. 9 The Swear Words Used by Japanese That Have a Function to Group 

Identity or Solidarity ............................................................................................. 69 

Table 4. 10 The Swear Word Used by Japanese That Have a Function to 

Aggression ............................................................................................................ 71 

Table 4. 11 The Swear Word Used by Japanese That Have a Function to Insult .. 79 

 

  



 

viii 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 List of Swear Words Found in Japanese .......................................... 109 

Appendix 2 Interview Guide ................................................................................ 111 

Appendix 3 Interview Results .............................................................................. 112 

Appendix 4 Interview Documentation ................................................................ 122 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


