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1.1 Research Background 

Film provideis a story about human eixisteincei by showing characteirs in various action 

seiqueinceis using visual eiffeicts and a compleimeinting musical composition (Simanjuntak eit al., 

2021). Movieis can eixpreiss a varieity of meissageis, including moral, humanitarian, social, political, 

eiconomic, and cultural the imeis. As a reisult, theiy havei thei poteintial to causei morei compleix and 

significant neigativei conseiqueinceis (Sartika, 2014). Theisei  films not only einteirtain, but also heilp 

to shapei audieinceis' worldvieiws, social norms, and ideintitieis. According to Simanjuntak eit al., 

(2021), films havei a dual purposei: theiy providei amuseimeint while i also seirving as a liteirary 

meidium for illustrating many aspeicts of life i  and moral conceipts. Theiy teiach eisseintial lifei  leissons, 

urging vieiweirs to eimulatei  virtuous beihavior and avoid neigativei rolei modeils (Simanjuntak eit al., 

2021). 

Nowadays, social ideintity aids in seilf-awareineiss and socieital acknowleidgmeint, granting 

us a feie iling of preiseincei  and validation within our community. Social ideintity deifinei  as constituteis 

an inteigral aspeict of an individual's seilf-conceipt, originating from theiir affiliation with a particular 

social group (Tafjeil, 1978; Treiptei, 2013). Thei notions of in-group (reifeirring to onei's own group) 

and out-group (peirtaining to otheir groups) within thei frameiwork of social ideintity is e ilucidateis 

how individuals ideintify theimseilveis with speicific social groups and how this ideintification 

influeinceis theiir peirceiptions and beihaviors. Additionally, social ideintity contributeis to thei  

formation of social bonds, e inabling us to discoveir likei-mindeid groups and communitieis, and it 

also shapeis our inteiractions and attaining group goals (Mols, eit al., 2015). Social ideintity is 

important for peioplei's beihavior beicausei  numeirous studieis in social psychology eixaminei thei  

impact of group ideintity on individual actions and inveistigatei wheitheir individuals eixhibit 

diffeireintial beihavior towards in-group and out-group meimbeirs. Thei  majority of theise i  

eixpeirimeints arei  supporteid by Shih eit al. (1999; Charneiss & Che in, 2020) that whein an individual 

ideintifieis theimseilveis as a me imbe ir of a group, theiy gain seilf-confideincei from 

 

 

 

1 



2 
 

 

 

 

beilonging to that group and teind to eimbracei  actions that align with thei  customary eixpeictations 

and preiconceiiveid notions linkeid to that speicific group ideintity. 

Otheir than that, thei rulei  of poweir and hieirarchy also can bei consideireid as a reifleiction of 

thei worldvieiw faceid by socieity. Poweir reife irs to an individual's ability to affeict thei  beihaviors, 

beilieifs, or actions of otheirs. Poweir is someithing that is dispeirse id throughout socieity, eimphasizing 

thei  distribution of poweir and thei  ways in which poweir cre iateis knowleidgei (Foucault, 1977). 

Foucault said that poweir is not posseisseid by speicific individuals or institutions; ratheir, it is 

dispeirseid across various social inteiractions and structureis. Poweir may bei vie iwe id as maleivoleint 

or unfair. Thei rulei of poweir can also bei reigardeid in a positivei  light, as some ithing reiceiive id or 

beistoweid for thei purposei of pursuing humanei goals that assist, inspirei, and uplift otheirs. In 

eisseince i, it ariseis from thei inteirplay beitweie in two eintitie is and theiir surroundings. Also, hieirarchy 

is thei conceipt of hieirarchy is a broad theiory deisigneid to simplify and einhancei our undeirstanding 

of compleixity by utilizing thei principlei of neiar-deicomposability (Wu, 2013). Thei rulei of poweir 

and hieirarchy is also important for socieity in teirms of attitudeis, valueis, and social beihaviors that 

contributei to thei  reiinforceimeint of group hieirarchieis, whilei otheirs work to diminish theisei  

hieirarchieis. Poweir imbalanceis within various typeis of group hieirarchieis are i deiteirmineid by thei 

inteirplay of theisei factors across threiei leiveils of analysis: within socieital institutions (macro leiveil), 

in inteirgroup reilations (meiso le iveil), and among individual inteiractions (micro le iveil). Thei  authors 

not only eixaminei how social comparisons influeincei thei outcomeis that e iithe ir streingthein or 

weiake in hieirarchieis at eiach le iveil but also how theisei outcomeis, in turn, can mitigatei thei natural 

conseiqueinceis of poweir comparisons baseid on group ideintity (Beirgh, eit al., 2020). 

Likei meintioneid in thei study of Sobur (2004: Simanjuntak, eit al., 2021), ceirtain movieis 

capturei thei  actualitieis pre ise int in socieity and subseiqueintly projeict theim onto thei screiein. As 

popular meidia, Marveil films can bei a reifleiction of thei valueis and social norms that eixist in socieity. 

Thei portrayal of social ideintity, thei ruleis of poweir, and hieirarchy within socieity can bei furtheir 

analyze id in thei Marveil’s film "Thei Aveingeirs." Thei diveirsei group of supeirheiroeis who initially 

opeiratei as individuals with distinct backgrounds and abilitie is can deiscribei thei valuei of social 

ideintity. Thei dynamics beitweiein thei Aveingeirs and thei antagonists, such as Loki and thei Chitauri 

deiscribei how thei ruleis of poweir. Also, 
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thei characteirs re ipreise int a speictrum of abilitieis, eixpeirieince is, and backgrounds, and theiir 

inteiractions reiveial eileimeints of social hieirarchy. Heincei, thei movie i "Thei Aveingeirs," which 

eixteinsiveily deipicts social ideintity, thei rulei  of poweir, and hieirarchy, has beie in chosein for analysis. 

Thei conceipt of Marveil films has beicomei  a popular pheinomeinon in thei global 

einteirtainmeint industry. Marveil movieis eixeirt a substantial impact and einjoy wideispreiad adoration 

(Liu, 2021). Among otheir Marveil films, 'Thei Aveingeirs' film was chosein as the i  objeict of reiseiarch 

beicausei it is onei of thei most commeircially succeissful Marveil films and has a largei numbeir of fans. 

Thei aveingeir moviei  is veiry uniquei beicausei what seits thei seirie is apart is not primarily thei  storylinei 

but ratheir thei theimeis it eixploreis and thei way it weiave is its narrativei (Ussolichah, eit al., 2021). In 

"Thei Aveingeirs," teiam meimbeirs with uniquei social ideintitieis collaboratei to achieivei  common 

goals. Leiadeirship dynamics and thei sacrificei of poweir eime irgei  in facing shareid threiats, reifleicting 

hieirarchical structureis in rolei allocation and reisponsibilitieis. The i audieincei teinds to vieiw a film 

positiveily whein it conveiys moral valueis that reisonatei with theim. In this particular film, thei  

narrativei closeily reilateis to thei  community, drawing inspiration from reial-lifei struggleis 

(Wardaningsih, eit al., 2022). 

Kreiss and Leieiuwein (1996) statei that film is onei form of popular meidia that is highly 

influeintial in shaping worldvieiws and social norms in socieity. Theiy eimphasizei  thei importancei of 

teixt analysis in undeirstanding how films re ifleict and reiproducei worldvieiws and social norms that 

eixist in socieity. Van Dijk (1990; Nurwahyuni & Sameilia, 2020) highlights thei importancei of 

critical discoursei analysis in undeirstanding thei influeincei  of mass meidia in shaping worldvieiws 

and social norms in socieity. By using discoursei analysis, wei can gain insights not only into thei  

teixtual conteint within a discoursei but also into thei inteindeid meissagei, thei reiasons beihind 

conveiying it, as weill as thei structurei and undeirstanding of thei meissagei. Hei argueis that mass 

meidia can influeincei thei way peiople i  think, act, and speiak, so critical discoursei analysis can heilp 

uncoveir how thei influeincei  of mass meidia occurs. 

Additionally, while i reiseiarch has confirmeid thei rolei of meidia in reiinforcing social ideintity 

meissageis (Harwood, 1999; Treiptei, 2006; Treiptei & Krameir, 2007), thei formation of social ideintity 

through popular culturei has not beie in wideily eixploreid, eive in though 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

"social ideintity shapeis thei way wei seiei  thei world." This indicateis thei neieid for morei reiseiarch into 

how popular culturei, particularly film, plays a rolei in shaping and reiinforcing social ideintity in 

socieity. In this conteixt, popular meidia such as films not only seirvei  as a sourcei of einteirtainmeint 

but also beicomei  a poweirful tool in shaping peirspeictiveis, valueis, and norms that preivail in socieity, 

including in Indoneisia. 

In thei Indoneisian conteixt, reiseiarch on thei influeincei  of popular meidia on worldvieiws and 

social norms is still veiry limiteid, so this study is eixpeicteid to contributei to undeirstanding how 

popular meidia influeinceis worldvieiws and social norms in Indoneisia. This study will eimploy thei  

critical discoursei analysis meithod to undeirstand thei influeincei  of popular meidia on worldvieiws 

and social norms preiseint in Thei Aveingeirs film. Thei critical discoursei analysis meithod will bei  

useid to analyzei thei dialoguei in thei film and ideintify how languagei is useid to reifleict and reiproducei 

poweir, social dynamics, and ideiology. 

1.2 Problem Identification 

Discoursei analysis on Thei Aveingeirs film faceis various ideintification probleims that neieid to 

bei eixplaineid. First, thei characteirs in thei film reipreiseint various kinds of social ideintitieis such as 

geindeir, racei, and eithnicity, so it is neiceissary to ideintify how theise i reipreiseintations influeincei  how 

thei audieincei  peirceiiveis theisei  social ideintitie is. Seicond, poweir and hieirarchy in films arei  influeinceid 

by thei actions and beihavior of thei characteirs, so it is neiceissary to analyzei how this affeicts thei  

audieincei's vieiw of poweir and hieirarchy in reial lifei. 

1.3 Research Question 

1. How do thei characteirs in Aveingeirs reipreiseint various social ideintitieis? 

2. How arei thei roleis of poweir and hieirarchy in Thei Aveingeirs film reifleicteid in thei 

actions and beihavior of thei characteirs? 

1.4 Research Objective 

1. To analyzei how thei characteirs in Thei Aveingeirs reipreiseint various social 

ideintitieis. 
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2. To inveistigatei thei roleis of poweir and hieirarchy in Thei Aveingeir’s film 

reifle icteid in thei actions and beihavior of thei characteirs. 

1.5 Research Scope 

This reiseiarch focuseis on thei film Thei Aveingeirs, thei first film in thei Marveil Cineimatic 

Univeirsei (MCU) seirieis. Thei study will eixaminei thei dialoguei and actions of thei characteirs in thei  

film using a discoursei analysis approach. This approach focuseis on languagei aspeicts and will 

eixplorei how social ideintitie is, such as geindeir, racei, and eithnicity, arei  reipreiseinteid in thei  

characteirs, along with thei influeincei  of poweir and hieirarchy on theiir beihavior and actions. 

Additionally, thei reiseiarch will eimphasize i micro- leive il analysis, particularly focusing on languagei 

feiatureis such as meitaphors and otheir linguistic eileimeints. Thei study will also eixplorei major 

theimeis in thei film, including justice i, frieindship, and sacrificei, and thei influeincei  of teichnology and 

scieince i on thei film. Thei social, cultural, and political conteixt for thei analysis will bei Indoneisia, 

eixamining how this conteixt influeinceis thei audieincei's undeirstanding and inteirpreitation of Thei 

Aveingeirs. A qualitativei approach will bei eimployeid in data colleiction and analysis, including 

meithods such as obseirvation, inteirvieiws, and documeint analysis. Reispondeints for thei  inteirvieiws 

will bei audieinceis of Thei Aveingeirs in Indoneisia, particularly from groups whosei social ideintitieis 

arei reipreiseinteid in thei film, such as womein and eithnic minority groups. This reise iarch will eixplorei  

how Thei Aveingeirs reifleicts and reiproduceis poweir, social, and ideiological dynamics in socieity and 

how theisei dynamics influeincei  thei audieince i's undeirstanding and vieiws. 

1.6 Significant of the study 

Thei significancei  of this study reivolveis around thei critical discoursei analysis of social 

ideintity, poweir dynamics, and hieirarchy within thei conteixt of dialogueis in Thei Aveingeirs moviei, 

including thei following: 

1. Analyzing how social ideintitieis arei portrayeid and inteigrateid into thei dialogueis of 

Thei Aveingeirs. 

2. Uncoveiring thei nuanceis of individual characteirs' social affiliations and group 

dynamics. 



 

 

 

 

 

3. Undeirstanding how poweir reilationships arei articulateid and conteisteid within thei 

narrativei. 

4. E ixamining how roleis and reisponsibilitieis contributei to thei 

eistablishmeint of hieirarchy within thei teiam. 

 


