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MOTTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

<I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.= 

KJV 13:4 Philippians  

 

 

<Segala perkara dapat kutanggung di dalam Dia 

yang memberi kekuatan kepadaku.= 

TB 13:4 Filipi  

  



i 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Praise be to Lord Jesus Christ for His abundant grace and blessings that have 

enabled the writer to finally complete this research paper as one of the requirements 

for obtaining a Bachelor9s Degree in English Language Education at Universitas 

Pendidikan Ganesha, Singaraja, Bali. The writer is also deeply grateful to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Stella Maris, for her loving intercession and guidance 

throughout the process of completing this study. The writer has successfully 

finished the thesis entitled <Learning English as a Foreign Language in 

Elementary Schools: The Perspectives of Students Who Are Potentially 

Dyslexic.= Furthermore, the writer would also like to express sincere gratitude to 

many people who have contributed to the completion of this research paper. The 

writer9s deepest appreciation and heartfelt thanks are addressed to those who have 

provided great motivation, support, insightful criticism, and valuable suggestions 

during the accomplishment of this research paper: 

1. Prof. Dra. Luh Putu Artini, M.A., Ph.D. as the first supervisor who has provided 

a lot of knowledge, guidance, support, advice, ideas, and suggestions in 

completing this thesis. 

2. I Ketut Trika Adi Ana, S.Pd., M.Pd. as the second supervisor who patiently 

provides guidance, knowledge, advice and input in completing this thesis. 

3. The Principal of SDN 1 Kaliuntu and SDN 1 Kampung Anyar, English teacher, 

and all students of SDN 1 Kaliuntu and SDN 1 Kampung Anyar who helped the 

writer during the data collection process. 

4. For the writer9s beloved family, especially the writer9s father, Thomson 

Parasian Silitonga; the writer9s siblings, Ayu and Yosia; and the writer9s cousin, 

De Arya, who have provided endless love, financial assistance, encouragement, 

and emotional support throughout the writer9s academic journey. 

5. For the writer9s beloved KRIS10 squad, especially Cef and Dep, who have 

accompanied the writer through many moments of university life, sharing 

support, stories, and discussions until the completion of this thesis. The writer 

also expresses sincere gratitude to Mew for her care and understanding, and for 

being a sister in Christ to the writer. The writer is also thankful to a childhood 



ii 

 

friend, Lunar Wolf, who has always encouraged, accompanied her from afar, 

and cheered her up during difficult times. The writer also extends gratitude to 

other friends who cannot be mentioned one by one for their support along the 

way. The writer also expresses heartfelt gratitude to those who were once part 

of her journey and whose presence, in one way or another, has shaped the path 

she walks today, even though their paths may now lead in different directions. 

6. Lastly, the writer would like to express sincere appreciation to herself for 

remaining strong and continuing this journey despite the moments of doubt, 

exhaustion, and the temptation to give up along the way. This achievement 

stands as a reminder that perseverance, faith, and courage can carry the writer 

through even the most challenging times. 

The writer realizes that this thesis is still far from perfect due to the limitations 

of her knowledge and abilities. Therefore, constructive criticism and suggestions 

from various parties are sincerely welcomed for the improvement of this thesis. The 

writer hopes that this thesis will be useful and beneficial, especially for the 

development of education. 

 

Singaraja, 6 Maret 2026 

 

 

Angelica Romauli Silitonga



iii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..................................................................................... i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ....................................................................................... iii 

LIST OF FIGURES ................................................................................................. v 

LIST OF APPENDICES ........................................................................................ vi 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... vii 

ABSTRAK ........................................................................................................... viii 

CHAPTER I                                                                                               

INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Introduction ................................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Problem Identification ................................................................................... 4 

1.3 Research Questions ....................................................................................... 6 

1.4 Objectives of the Study ................................................................................. 6 

1.5 Scope of the Study ......................................................................................... 7 

1.6 Significances of the Study ............................................................................. 7 

1.6.1 Theoretical Significances ........................................................................ 7 

1.6.2 Practical Significances ............................................................................ 8 

CHAPTER II                                                                                                      

LITERATURE REVIEW....................................................................................... 10 

2.1 Theoretical Review ...................................................................................... 10 

2.1.1 Dyslexia ................................................................................................ 10 

2.1.2 Dyslexic Student ................................................................................... 12 

2.1.3 Potentially Dyslexic Students ............................................................... 13 

2.1.4 Challenges Faced by Potentially Dyslexic Students in Learning EFL . 15 

2.1.4 Students9 Role in Helping Dyslexic Students ....................................... 17 

2.2 Empirical Review ........................................................................................ 19 

CHAPTER III                                                                                                         

RESEARCH METHOD ......................................................................................... 23 

3.1 Research Design .......................................................................................... 23 



iv 

 

3.2 Setting of the Study ..................................................................................... 24 

3.3 Subject and Object of the Study .................................................................. 25 

3.4 Method and Instrument of Data Collection ................................................. 27 

3.5 Data Trustworthiness ................................................................................... 28 

3.6 Data Analysis .............................................................................................. 29 

CHAPTER IV                                                                                                           

FINDING AND DISCUSSION ............................................................................. 33 

4.1 Finding ......................................................................................................... 33 

4.1.1 Problems Faced by Third-Grade Potentially Dyslexic Students in 

Learning English as a Foreign Language ...................................................... 33 

4.1.1.1 Reading Difficulties ........................................................................... 34 

4.1.1.2 Writing and Spelling Difficulties ....................................................... 36 

4.1.1.3 Phonological Difficulties ................................................................... 40 

4.1.1.4 Visual and Sequential Processing ...................................................... 42 

4.1.1.5 Emotional and Social Responses in the Classroom ........................... 44 

4.1.2 Treatment of Non-Dyslexic Students Toward Potentially Dyslexic 

Students in English Classes ........................................................................... 48 

4.1.2.1 Supportive Peer Behaviors ................................................................ 48 

4.1.2.2 Peer Perceptions and Social Positioning ............................................ 50 

4.1.2.3 Peer Teasing and Mocking Behaviors ............................................... 51 

4.1.2.4 Emotional Motivations Underlying Peer Responses ......................... 52 

4.2 Discussion ................................................................................................... 53 

4.2.1 Challenges Faced by Potentially Dyslexic Students in Learning English 

as a Foreign Languages.................................................................................. 53 

4.2.2 Treatment of Non-Dyslexic Students Toward Their Potentially Dyslexic 

Peers ............................................................................................................... 55 

CHAPTER V                                                                                                    

CLOSURE ............................................................................................................. 59 

5.1 Conclusion ................................................................................................... 59 

5.2 Suggestion ................................................................................................... 61 

REFERENCES ....................................................................................................... 63 

APPENDICES ....................................................................................................... 69 



      

 

v 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 1: Miles and Huberman (1994) Interactive Data Analysis Model ......................... 32 

Figure 2: Handwriting by D1-KU ......................................................................... 37 

Figure 3: Handwriting of D1-KA .......................................................................... 38 

Figure 4: D1-KU with P1-KU during break time ................................................. 46 

Figure 5: D1-KA during break time while making a paper toy. ........................... 46 

Figure 6: The researcher with D2-KA during break time ..................................... 47 

Figure 7: D2-KA assisted by P3-KA in a group task ............................................ 49 

 



      

 

vi 

 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

 

Appendix I Research of Permit Application .......................................................... 70 

Appendix II Letter of Research Approval .............................................................. 71 

Appendix III Dyslexia Early Screening Test ......................................................... 72 

Appendix IV Interview Guide Sheet ...................................................................... 76 

Appendix V Observation Sheet .............................................................................. 78 

Apendix VI Interview Transcript ........................................................................... 79 

Appendix VII Documentation ................................................................................ 83 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


