
 

 
 

THE IDENTIFICATION OF CHARACTER 

EDUCATION ON JESSE AARONS’ 

CHARACTERIZATION IN BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA 

BY KATHERINE PATERSON 

 

 

 

 

OLEH 

I GUSTI AYU TRISKA SRI URMILA DEWI 

1612021077 

 

 

PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 

JURUSAN BAHASA ASING 

FAKULTAS BAHASA DAN SENI 

UNIVERSITAS PENDIDIKAN GANESHA 

SINGARAJA 

2020 



 

 
 

 

  



 
 

THE IDENTIFICATION OF CHARACTER 

EDUCATION ON JESSE AARONS’ 

CHARACTERIZATION IN BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA 

BY KATHERINE PATERSON 

 

 

 

 

SKRIPSI 

 

 

 
DIiajukan kepada 

Universitas Pendidikan Ganesha 

Untuk Memenuhi Syarat Salah Satu Persyaratan dalam Menyelesaikan 

Program Sarjana Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris 

 

 

 

 

Oleh 

I Gusti Ayu Triska Sri Urmila Dewi 

NIM 1612021077 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 

JURUSAN BAHASA ASING 

FAKULTAS BAHASA DAN SENI 

UNIVERSITAS PENDIDIKAN GANESHA 

SINGARAJA 

2020 



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  

Jumat 

23 Oktober 2021 



 
 

 

PERNYATAAN 

 

 

Dengan ini saya menyatakan bahwa karya tulis yang berjudul “The Identification 

of Character Education on Jess Aarons’ Characterization in Bridge to Terabithia 

by Katherine Paterson” beserta seluruh isinya adalah benar-benar karya sendiri 

dan saya tidak melakukan penjiplakan dan pengutipan dengan cara-cara yang 

tidak sesuai dengan etika yang berlaku dalam masyarakat keilmuan. Atas 

pernyataan ini, saya siap menanggung risiko/sanksi yang dijatuhkan kepada saya 

apabila kemudian ditemukan adanya pelanggaran atas etika keilmuan dalam karya 

saya ini atau ada klaim terhadap keaslian karya saya ini. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Singaraja, 23 Oktober 2020 

Yang membuat pernyataan, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Gusti Ayu Triska Sri Urmila Dewi 

NIM 1612021077 



i 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Thanks to the almighty God for being there and granting health and 

blessing so the writer can successfully finish this thesis entitled “The 

Identification of Character Education on Jess Aarons’ Characterization in Bridget 

to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson”. However, this thesis could not exist without 

the support, guidance, advice, help, and encouragement from other parties. The 

writer would like to express the deepest gratitude to: 

1. The thesis supervisors, Putu Adi Krisna Juniarta, S.Pd., M.Pd., as the first 

supervisor, and Gede Mahendrayana, S.Pd., M.Pd., as the second supervisor, 

for their valuable suggestions, guidance, patience, and supports while 

completing this thesis. 

2. All lecturers in English Language Education for their valuable knowledge, 

experience, memory, and inspiration. 

3. My parents, I Gusti Made Suberata and I Gusti Ayu Rusmiati who provide 

me with unconditional support during my education. 

4. My supporting sisters, Tata, Russas, Saras, and Tiyu, for the strength and joy 

during the writing of this thesis at home. 

5. The extraordinary beings from Clover Class, whose soul and spirit are unique 

on their own, very supporting, and inspiring.  

6. Eco-friendly Nerd Herd, for being there to emotionally understand and 

support me. 

7. Others who cannot be mentioned one by one.  

The writer realizes that this thesis is far from perfect. Hence, the criticism and 

suggestion that aim at the improvement of this thesis are welcomed warmly. It is 

to be hoped that this thesis would be helpful for the readers. With all being said, I 

sincerely thank you.  

 

 

 

  

Singaraja, 23rd of October 2020 

 

 

 

 

I Gusti Ayu Triska Sri Urmila Dewi 

NIM 1612021077 



ii 
 

Table of Contents 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ....................................................................................... i 

Table of Contents .................................................................................................... ii 

List of Tables.......................................................................................................... vi 

List of Figures ...................................................................................................... viii 

Table of Appendices .............................................................................................. ix 

CHAPTER I ............................................................................................................ 1 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................. 1 

1.1. Background of the Study .................................................................................. 1 

1.2. Problem Identification ...................................................................................... 2 

1.3. Limitation of the Study ..................................................................................... 6 

1.4. Statements of the Problem ................................................................................ 6 

1.5. Purposes of the Study ........................................................................................ 7 

1.6. Significances of the Study ................................................................................ 7 

1.6.1. Theoretical Significances ............................................................................ 7 

1.6.2. Practical Significances ................................................................................ 7 

CHAPTER II ......................................................................................................... 11 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ............................................................ 11 

2.1. Empirical Review ............................................................................................ 11 

2.2. Theoretical Review ......................................................................................... 14 

2.2.1. Character Education .................................................................................. 14 

2.2.2. Children’s Literature ................................................................................. 24 

2.2.3. Characterization ........................................................................................ 25 

2.3. Research Model .............................................................................................. 26 

CHAPTER III ....................................................................................................... 29 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .......................................................................... 29 

3.1. Research Design.............................................................................................. 29 

3.2. Research Subject ............................................................................................. 30 

3.3. Research Object .............................................................................................. 30 

3.4. Technique of Data Collection ......................................................................... 30 

3.5. Instrument of Data Collection ......................................................................... 31 

3.6. Technique of Data Analysis ............................................................................ 33 



iii 
 

3.7. Research Trustworthiness ............................................................................... 34 

3.8. Research Procedure ......................................................................................... 35 

CHAPTER IV ....................................................................................................... 37 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION ............................................................................ 37 

4.1. Finding and Discussion ................................................................................... 37 

4.1.1. Characterization of Jesse Aarons .............................................................. 37 

4.1.1.1. Jess as A Religious Boy .................................................................... 40 

4.1.1.2. Jess as A Wise Boy ........................................................................... 45 

4.1.1.3. Jess as a Peace-loving Boy ................................................................ 48 

4.1.1.4. Jess as a Tough Boy .......................................................................... 52 

4.1.1.5. Jess as A Caring Boy ........................................................................ 56 

4.1.1.6. Jess as A Voluntary Boy ................................................................... 59 

4.1.1.7. Jess as a Nonviolent Boy .................................................................. 63 

4.1.1.8. Jess as A Creative Boy ...................................................................... 66 

4.1.1.9. Jess as A Responsible Boy ................................................................ 69 

4.1.1.10. Jess as a Tolerant Boy ....................................................................... 73 

4.1.1.11. Jess Being An Achiever .................................................................... 76 

4.1.1.12. Jess as A Courageous Boy ................................................................ 79 

4.1.1.13. Jess as A Mutual-cooperative Boy .................................................... 83 

4.1.1.14. Jess as A Quiet Boy .......................................................................... 86 

4.1.1.15. Jess as A Loyal Friend ...................................................................... 89 

4.1.1.16. Jess as A Hardworking Boy .............................................................. 92 

4.1.1.17. Jess Being Observant ........................................................................ 95 

4.1.1.18. Jess as A Disciplined Boy ................................................................. 98 

4.1.1.19. Jess as A Solidary Boy .................................................................... 101 

4.1.1.20. Jess as A Honest Boy ...................................................................... 104 

4.1.1.21. Jess Being Self-sacrificing .............................................................. 107 

4.1.1.22. Jess as A Patriotic Boy .................................................................... 110 

4.1.1.23. Jess Having Integrity ....................................................................... 113 

4.1.1.24. Jess as An Independent Boy ............................................................ 116 

4.1.1.25. Jess as A Fair Boy ........................................................................... 118 

4.1.1.26. Jess as A Stubborn Boy ................................................................... 120 

4.1.1.27. Jess as A Nationalist King .............................................................. 122 



iv 
 

4.1.1.28. Jess Being Democratic .................................................................... 124 

4.1.1.29. Jess as a Nature-Loving King ......................................................... 126 

4.1.2. The Values of Character Education Reflected in the Characterization of 

Jesse Aarons ............................................................................................................ 128 

4.1.2.1. Jess being Religious ........................................................................ 130 

4.1.2.2. Jess Being Peace-loving .................................................................. 132 

4.1.2.3. Jess Being Tolerant ......................................................................... 134 

4.1.2.4. Jess Being Wise .............................................................................. 136 

4.1.2.5. Jess Being Nature-loving ................................................................ 139 

4.1.2.6. Jess Being Nationalist ..................................................................... 140 

4.1.2.7. Jess Being Self-sacrificing .............................................................. 141 

4.1.2.8. Jess Being an Achiever ................................................................... 142 

4.1.2.9. Jess Being Patriotic ......................................................................... 144 

4.1.2.10. Jess Being Disciplined .................................................................... 145 

4.1.2.11. Jess Being Independent ................................................................... 146 

4.1.2.12. Jess Being Hardworking ................................................................. 147 

4.1.2.13. Jess Being Tough ............................................................................ 149 

4.1.2.14. Jess Being Creative ......................................................................... 151 

4.1.2.15. Jess Being Courageous .................................................................... 152 

4.1.2.16. Jess Being Mutual-cooperative ....................................................... 154 

4.1.2.17. Jess Being Democratic .................................................................... 156 

4.1.2.18. Jess Being Nonviolent ..................................................................... 157 

4.1.2.19. Jess Being Solidary ......................................................................... 158 

4.1.2.20. Jess Being Voluntary ...................................................................... 160 

4.1.2.21. Jess’s Integrity................................................................................. 162 

4.1.2.22. Jess Being Honest ........................................................................... 163 

4.1.2.23. Jess Being Loyal ............................................................................. 165 

4.1.2.24. Jess Being Fair ................................................................................ 166 

4.1.2.25. Jess Being Responsible ................................................................... 167 

4.2. Research Implication .................................................................................... 169 

4.2.1. Implication for EFL Students .................................................................. 169 

4.2.2. Implication for English Teacher ............................................................. 170 

4.2.3. Implication for Parents ............................................................................ 170 



v 
 

4.2.4. Implication for Other Researchers .......................................................... 171 

CHAPTER V ....................................................................................................... 173 

CONCLUSION ................................................................................................... 173 

5.1. Summary ....................................................................................................... 173 

5.2. Conclusion .................................................................................................... 175 

5.3. Suggestions ................................................................................................... 176 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 178 

APPENDICES .................................................................................................... 183 

  



vi 
 

List of Tables 

Table 3.1 Sequence Segmentation of Bridge to Terabithia .................................. 31 

Table 3.2 Jesse Aarons’ Characters and Characterization..................................... 32 

Table 3.3 Data Tabulation of Values Reflected on Jesse Aarons.......................... 32 

Table 4.1 Jesse Aarons’ Characters ....................................................................... 38 

Table 4.2 Jesse Aarons’ Religious Character ........................................................ 40 

Table 4.3 Jesse Aarons’ Wise Character ............................................................... 44 

Table 4.4 Jesse Aarons’ Peace-Loving Character  ................................................ 48 

Table 4.5 Jesse Aarons’ Tough Character  ............................................................ 52 

Table 4.6 Jesse Aarons’ Caring Character  ........................................................... 55 

Table 4.7 Jesse Aarons’ Voluntary Character  ...................................................... 58 

Table 4.8 Jesse Aarons’ Nonviolent Character  .................................................... 65 

Table 4.9 Jesse Aarons’ Creative Character  ......................................................... 69 

Table 4.10 Jesse Aarons’ Wise Character  ............................................................ 68 

Table 4.11 Jesse Aarons’ Tolerant Character  ....................................................... 72 

Table 4.12 Jesse Aarons’ Achiever Character  ...................................................... 75 

Table 4.13 Jesse Aarons’ Courageous Character  ................................................. 78 

Table 4.14 Jesse Aarons’ Mutual-cooperative Character  ..................................... 81 

Table 4.15 Jesse Aarons’ Quiet Character  ........................................................... 84 

Table 4.16 Jesse Aarons’ Loyal Character  ........................................................... 87 

Table 4.17 Jesse Aarons’ Hardworking Character  ............................................... 90 

Table 4.18 Jesse Aarons’ Observant Character  .................................................... 93 

Table 4.19 Jesse Aarons’ Disciplined Character  .................................................. 96 

Table 4.20 Jesse Aarons’ Solidary Character  ....................................................... 99 

Table 4.21 Jesse Aarons’ Honest Character  ....................................................... 102 

Table 4.22 Jesse Aarons’ Self-sacrificing Character  .......................................... 105 

Table 4.23 Jesse Aarons’ Patriotic Character  ..................................................... 107 

Table 4.24 Jesse Aarons’ Integrity ...................................................................... 110 

Table 4.25 Jesse Aarons’ Independent Character ............................................... 113 

Table 4.26 Jesse Aarons’ Fair Character  ............................................................ 115 

Table 4.27 Jesse Aarons’ Stubborn Character  .................................................... 117 

Table 4.28 Jesse Aarons’ Nationalist Character  ................................................. 120 



vii 
 

Table 4.29 Jesse Aarons’ Democratic Character  ................................................ 122 

Table 4.30 Jesse Aarons’ Nature-loving Character  ............................................ 124 

Table 4.31 Data Tabulation of Values Reflected on Jess Aarons ....................... 125 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



viii 
 

List of Figures 

Figure 2.1 Component of Data Analysis: Interactive Model  ............................... 28 

Figure 3.1 Flowcharts of Procedures of Data Collection ...................................... 33 

Figure 3.2 Flowchart of the research procedures .................................................. 35 

 

 

 



ix 
 

ix 
 
 

Table of Appendices 

 

Appendix 01. Synopsis of Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson ............. 179 

Appendix 02. Blueprint of Table Instruments ..................................................... 181 

Appendix 03. Sequences Segmentation of Bridge to Terabithia ........................ 188 

Appendix 04. Characterization of Jess Aarons ................................................... 197 

 


