
 

 

Appendix 1. Instrument of Observation Technique 

No. Utterance 
Particip

ants 
Setting Topic Function 

1.  

I’m all in. 

Curtis 

Classro

om 

Game 

Theory 

explanat

ion 

Inform 

2.  

All right, so, how 

did I beat T.A. 

Curtis so very, 

very badly?  

Well, I know for 

a fact that Curtis 

is cheap. So, he’s 

not playing using 

logic or math, but 

using his 

psychology. Our 

brains so hate the 

idea of losing 

something that’s 

valuable to us, 

that we abandon 

all rational 

thought and make 

some really poor 

decisions. So 

Curtis wasn’t 

playing to win. 

He was playing 

not to lose. 

The 

students 

Classro

om 

Game 

Theory 

explanat

ion 

Describe 

3.  

Can we have one 

more of these, 

please?  

Employe

e 
Cafe 

Running 

of a cake 
Order 



 

 

4.  

You wanna get 

pork buns in the 

East Village. 

That’s what it is, 

isn’t it? 

Nick Cafe 

A plan 

of 

visiting 

Singapor

e 

Ask 

5.  

She has been 

begging me to 

come visit her, 

you know? 

Nick Cafe 

A plan 

of 

visiting 

Singapor

e 

Inform 

6.  

I saved you a 

piece. 

Nick Cafe 

A plan 

of 

visiting 

Singapor

e 

Inform 

7.  

Mom, stop! 
Rachel’s 

mother 

Boutiqu

e 

Looking 

for a 

dress 

Order  

8.  

I mean, his 

parents can’t not 

like me, right? 

Rachel’s 

mother 

Boutiqu

e 

Looking 

for a 

dress 

Ask  

9.  

How are they 

different? They’re 

Chinese, I’m 

Chinese. I’m so 

Chinese, I’m an 

economics 

professor with 

lactose 

intolerance. 

Rachel’s 

mother 

Boutiqu

e 

Looking 

for a 

dress 

Describe 

10.  

Okay, game plan. 

Check our bags, 

get through 

security, and then 

we could eat one 

of the three 

homemade 

Tupperware 

Nick Airport  

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Inform 



 

 

meals my mom 

packed for us. 

11.  

Oh. No, there's a 

mistake. We're 

not first class. 

We’re economy 

people. 

Flight 

attendan

ce 

Airport 

(New 

York) 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Deny  

12.  

Uh, we’re good. 

Thank you. 

Flight 

attendan

ce 

Airplan

e 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Refuse 

13.  

Nick, we can’t 

afford this. These 

pajamas are 

fancier than any 

of my real 

clothes. 

Nick 
Airplan

e 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Inform 

14.  

What kind of 

business? Nick 
Airplan

e 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Ask  

15.  

So your family is, 

like, rich? Nick 
Airplan

e 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Ask  

16.  

That is exactly 

what a super-rich 

person would say. 

It’s not a big deal, 

obviously. I just 

think it’s kind of 

weird that I had 

no idea. I mean, 

you have a Jamba 

Juice card, you 

use my Netflix 

password. You 

play basketball at 

that Y that kind of 

smells. 

Nick 
Airplan

e 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Describe 



 

 

17.  

I get that. But I’m 

going all the way 

over there to meet 

them. Kind of just 

want to know 

what I’m getting 

into. And, you 

know, they’re 

your family. 

Nick 
Airplan

e 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Ask  

18.  

Which half am I 

meeting? Nick 
Airplan

e 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Ask  

19.  

So, if you have all 

this family there, 

why are we 

staying in a hotel? 

Aren’t good 

Chinese sons 

supposed to stay 

with their 

parents? 

Nick 
Airplan

e 

Going to 

Singapor

e 

Ask  

20.  

I can’t believe 

this airport has a 

butterfly garden 

and a movie 

theater. JFK is 

just salmonella 

and despair. 

Nick 

Airport 

(Singap

ore) 

Arrived 

at 

Singapor

e  

Describe  

21.  

You beat 

somebody up? 
Nick 

Night 

market 

Dinner 

with 

Nick’s 

friends 

Ask  

22.  

That would be 

amazing. Thank 

you so much! 

Aramint

a 

Night 

market 

Dinner 

with 

Nick’s 

friends 

Thank  



 

 

23.  

Oh, my God! You 

look amazing. 

Piek Lin 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Meeting 

Piek Lin 

for the 

first time 

after a 

while 

Welcome  

24.  

And this is quite a 

place. 

Piek Lin 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Looking 

around 

and 

amazed 

by Piek 

Lin’s 

house 

Praise  

25.  

Wow! Oh, my 

god! Your house 

is amazing, Mrs. 

Goh. 
Mrs. 

Goh 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Looking 

around 

and 

amazed 

by Piek 

Lin’s 

house 

Praise  

26.  

Sorry. Auntie 

Neenah. 

Mrs. 

Goh 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Mrs. 

Goh ask 

Rachel 

to call 

her autie 

Neenah 

Apologize 

27.  

Oh, my God, no. 

Actually, if it 

wasn’t for her, I’d 

be a big mess. 

She was a huge 

help to me in 

college. 

Mr. Goh 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Mr. Goh 

thanking 

Rachel 

for 

taking 

care of 

Piek Lin 

back in 

College. 

Deny 

28.  

Um, I’m an 

economics 

professor. 

Mr. Goh 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Mr. Goh 

asked 

Rachel 

Inform 



 

 

what she 

teach in 

NYU 

29.  

Oh, well, my 

boyfriend’s 

actually from 

Singapore and 

that’s why we’re 

here. We’re here 

to go to his best 

friend’s wedding 

where he’s going 

to be the best 

man. 

Goh 

family 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel 

told the 

Goh 

family 

about 

her 

boyfrien

d 

Inform 

30.  

His name is Nick 

Young. 

Goh 

family 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel 

told the 

Goh 

family 

about 

her 

boyfrien

d 

Inform  

31.  

Yeah. You guys 

know them or 

something? 

Goh 

family 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel 

told the 

Goh 

family 

about 

her 

boyfrien

d 

Ask 

32.  

I don’t really 

know what 

they’re, I mean, I 

haven’t met them 

yet. I’m going to 

meet them 

tonight. I’m going 

Goh 

family 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel 

told the 

Goh 

family 

about 

her 

boyfrien

d 

Inform 



 

 

to Nick’s 

grandma’s house. 

33.  

Yeah, I thought 

red was a lucky 

color, right? 

Goh 

family 

Goh 

family’

s house 

The Goh 

family 

laughed 

at 

Rachel 

because 

she 

planned 

to wear 

a red 

dress to 

the 

Young 

family’s 

party 

Ask  

34.  

Yeah, but Nick is 

not like that. 

Piek Lin 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Piek Lin 

explaine

d to 

Rachel 

about 

how 

Young 

family is 

Deny  

35.  

Thank you for 

driving me. 

Piek Lin Car  

Piek Lin 

accompa

ny 

Rachel 

to the 

Young 

family’s 

party. 

Thank 

36.  

No, it says this is 

the address. 

Piek Lin Car  

Rachel 

and Piek 

Lin 

thought 

that they 

were lost 

Deny  



 

 

and 

pressed 

the 

wrong 

address 

in the 

GPS 

37.  

Do you know 

where the Young 

family house is? 

Nicholas Young? 

I’m, I’m Rachel 

Chu. I’m here to, 

to go to his family 

dinner. 

Guardia

ns  
Jungle  

The big 

men 

guarded 

the gate 

in the 

middle 

of jungle 

where 

Piek Lin 

car’s 

GPS 

lead 

them to 

Ask  

38.  

Oh, my God, it’s 

beautiful. 

Piek Lin 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

and Piek 

Lin 

entered 

the gate 

that is 

actually 

a gate to 

the 

Young 

house 

Praise  

39.  

Oh, uh, this is my 

friend, Peik Lin. 

Nick 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

introduc

ed Piek 

Lin to 

Nick 

Inform 



 

 

40.  

You have a 

cocktail dress in 

your trunk? 

Piek Lin 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

saw Piek 

Lin had 

a 

cocktail 

dress in 

her trunk 

Ask  

41.  

I thought this was 

just a family 

thing. 
Nick 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

amazed 

by the 

party 

Ask  

42.  

You know, when 

you said you 

grew up in your 

grandma’s house, 

I wasn’t 

expecting this. I 

mean, this place 

is gorgeous, and 

like the rolling 

green hills. I 

mean, there are 

armed guards out 

there. And a giant 

tiger. 

Nick 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

amazed 

to the 

Young 

family 

house 

Inform 

43.  

Do you want to 

head in? 

Nick 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

and Nick 

had a 

conversa

tion  

Suggest  

44.  

Oh, my gosh! I, 

I’m so happy to 

meet you, Mrs. 

Young. 

Eleanor 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

met 

Eleanor 

for the 

first time 

Welcome 

45.  

Uh, no. Well, my 

dad actually died 

before I was born 

Eleanor The 

Young 

Rachel 

explaine

d about 

Deny  



 

 

and, um, my mom 

didn’t even go to 

college. She 

actually hardly 

spoke any English 

when she 

immigrated to the 

United States. But 

she worked really 

hard, and she 

studied, and she 

earned her real 

estate license 

while she was 

waiting tables to 

support us. 

family 

house 

her 

family 

46.  

Okay, she hates 

me. 

Nick 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

and Nick 

went 

back to 

the party 

after 

meeting 

Eleanor 

Assert 

47.  

Nice to meet you, 

Michael. 
Michael 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

met 

Nick’s 

cousins 

 Welcome  

48.  

Oh, my God! So 

sorry. 

Nick 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

incident

ally spill 

a wine 

to 

Nick’s 

shirt 

Apologize 

49.  

So, Oliver, are 

you a cousin, too? Oliver The 

Young 

Nick 

was 

leaving 

to 

Ask 



 

 

family 

house 

change 

his 

clothes 

and 

Rachel 

had a 

conversa

tion with 

Oliver 

50.  

Why would they 

want to buy a rare 

Cambodian gong? 

Oliver 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

They 

were 

talking 

about 

the 

Young 

family 

behavior 

to buy 

anything 

they 

want 

Ask  

51.  

Is it just me or are 

people, like, 

staring at me? 

Oliver, 

Piek Lin 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel, 

Piek Lin 

and 

Oliver 

head to 

the 

garden 

where 

Tan Hua 

is placed 

Ask  

52.  

Hi, I’m Rachel 

Chu. 

Amanda 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

went to 

Aramint

a’s 

bachelor 

party, 

she met 

Amanda 

Inform  



 

 

Ling 

there 

53.  

That’s very 

impressive. 

Amanda 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

had a 

conversa

tion with 

Amanda 

Praise  

54.  

Let’s go! 

Amanda 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

had a 

conversa

tion with 

Amanda 

Order  

55.  

I don’t wanna 

lose an arm. 

Amanda 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

had a 

conversa

tion with 

Amanda 

Inform  

56.  

I think my 

masseuse just got 

me pregnant. Amanda 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

had a 

conversa

tion with 

Amanda 

Inform  

57.  

What do you 

mean? 

Amanda 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

had a 

conversa

tion with 

Amanda 

Ask  

58.  

I’m not gonna 

make a scene. I’m 

not gonna give 

them the 

satisfaction. 

Astrid 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

and 

Astrid 

saw a 

dead 

bloody 

fish on 

Promise  



 

 

Rachel’s 

bed 

59.  

Why would 

Araminta even 

have friends like 

them? They're so 

mean. 

Astrid 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

upset 

about 

the 

bloody 

fish 

incident 

Inform  

60.  

I mean, I know 

Michael didn’t 

have to deal with 

catty, fish-killing 

sociopaths, but 

how did you two 

get through all 

this? 

Astrid 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

and 

Astrid 

went to 

the 

beach to 

bury the 

fish 

Ask  

61.  

Well, at least tell 

me it gets better. 

Astrid 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

and 

Astrid 

went to 

the 

beach to 

bury the 

fish 

Order  

62.  

You okay? 

Astrid 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

and 

Astrid 

went to 

the 

beach to 

bury the 

fish 

Ask  



 

 

63.  

You could talk to 

me. 

Astrid 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

and 

Astrid 

went to 

the 

beach to 

bury the 

fish 

Suggest  

64.  

I’m really sorry 

Astrid. 

Astrid 

The 

private 

island 

Rachel 

and 

Astrid 

went to 

the 

beach to 

bury the 

fish 

Condolence 

65.  

I thought I was 

here to meet your 

family, go to your 

best friend's 

wedding, eat 

some good food. 

Instead, I feel like 

I'm a villain in a 

soap opera who's 

plotting to steal 

your family 

fortune. 

Nick Hotel  

Rachel 

wet beck 

to hotel 

and told 

Nick 

about 

what 

happene

d in the 

island 

Inform 

66.  

I’m not done yet. 

There was also 

the gutted, bloody 

fish that 

Araminta’s 

friends left for me 

in my hotel room 

on my bed next to 

the words ‘Catch 

this, you gold 

digging bitch’ 

written in big fat 

Nick Hotel  

Rachel 

wet beck 

to hotel 

and told 

Nick 

about 

what 

happene

d in the 

island 

Inform  



 

 

serial-killer 

letters. 

67.  

You know what? 

I don't even care 

about those stupid 

girls, with their 

stupid little 

designer 

handbags and 

sunglasses. I don't 

care about that. I 

don't care that 

your ex-girlfriend 

told me all this 

crap. It's that you 

didn't tell me any 

of it. 

Nick Hotel  

Rachel 

wet beck 

to hotel 

and told 

Nick 

about 

what 

happene

d in the 

island 

Inform  

68.  

Why? What… 

Were you trying 

to test me? Why 

would you do 

that? 
Nick Hotel  

Rachel 

wet beck 

to hotel 

and told 

Nick 

about 

what 

happene

d in the 

island 

Ask  

69.  

You know what? 

We need to do 

something 

tonight. We need 

to do something 

Nick Hotel  

Rachel 

wet beck 

to hotel 

and told 

Nick 

about 

what 

Request  



 

 

that's just you and 

me, okay? 

happene

d in the 

island 

70.  

Then can we eat 

them? 

Nick Hotel  

Rachel 

wet beck 

to hotel 

and told 

Nick 

about 

what 

happene

d in the 

island 

Ask  

71.  

Okay. That’s so 

cute. And then 

you eat the baby. 

Nick 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

went to 

the 

Young 

family 

house to 

join in 

making 

the 

dumplin

gs 

Inform  

72.  

Did Ah Ma teach 

you that? 

Nick, 

Astrid, 

Oliver 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

went to 

the 

Young 

family 

house to 

join in 

making 

the 

dumplin

gs 

Ask  



 

 

73.  

Did you guys all 

learn when you 

were kids? 

Nick, 

Astrid, 

Oliver 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

went to 

the 

Young 

family 

house to 

join in 

making 

the 

dumplin

gs 

Ask  

74.  

That’s a beautiful 

ring, Aunty 

Eleanor. I’ve 

never seen 

anything like it. 

Eleanor 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

went to 

the 

Young 

family 

house to 

join in 

making 

the 

dumplin

gs 

Praise  

75.  

That’s very 

romantic. How 

did you guys 

meet? 

Eleanor 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

went to 

the 

Young 

family 

house to 

join in 

making 

the 

dumplin

gs 

Ask  

76.  

Oh, I didn’t know 

you were a 

lawyer. 
Eleanor 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

went to 

the 

Young 

family 

house to 

join in 

Inform  



 

 

making 

the 

dumplin

gs 

77.  

Oh. Hi. I think 

I’m a little lost. 

This house is 

pretty big 

Eleanor 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

got lost 

in the 

Young 

family 

house, 

the she 

met 

Eleanor 

Inform  

78.  

Oh, no, you know 

what? I'm sorry I 

made an 

assumption. I 

didn't mean to 

offend you. 

Eleanor 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

got lost 

in the 

Young 

family 

house, 

the she 

met 

Eleanor 

Apologize  

79.  

Gosh, I'm so 

sorry. I had no 

idea. 

Eleanor 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

got lost 

in the 

Young 

family 

house, 

the she 

met 

Eleanor 

Condolence 

80.  

But, she came 

around, 

obviously. 
Eleanor 

The 

Young 

family 

house 

Rachel 

got lost 

in the 

Young 

family 

house, 

Inform  



 

 

the she 

met 

Eleanor 

81.  

You were just a 

kid? 

Nick Car 

Talking 

about 

Nick’s 

childhoo

d 

memory 

Ask  

82.  

It’s like the 

second one. 

Except for in a 

way that made me 

wanna, like, cry 

and puke at the 

same time. 

And she looked at 

me like I was 

nothing. 

Piek Lin 
Coffee 

shop 

Told 

Piek Lin 

about 

how 

Eleanor 

treated 

her 

Describe 

83.  

Okay, nobody 

said they hated 

my face. And Ah 

Ma, she liked my 

face. She said I 

had a lucky nose. 

Piek Lin 
Coffee 

shop 

Told 

Piek Lin 

about 

how 

Eleanor 

treated 

her 

Deny  

84.  

I feel like I 

shouldn't even go 

to the wedding. 

You know, it's 

Colin and 

Araminta's day, I 

don't wanna cause 

any drama there. I 

feel like I should 

Piek Lin 
Coffee 

shop 

Told 

Piek Lin 

about 

how 

Eleanor 

treated 

her 

Inform  



 

 

just sit it out. You 

know? Tell Nick I 

had food 

poisoning or 

something. 

85.  

Yeah, she's like 

trying to play a 

game of chicken 

with me, where 

she's like coming 

at me, and like, 

thinking I'm 

going to swerve 

like a chicken. 

Piek Lin 
Coffee 

shop 

Told 

Piek Lin 

about 

how 

Eleanor 

treated 

her 

Inform  

86.  

What are you 

doing tonight? Piek Lin 
Coffee 

shop 

Ask Piek 

Lin to 

help  

Ask  

87.  

Thank you! 

Oliver 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Ask Piek 

Lin to 

help 

Thank  

88.  

Amanda, you’re 

in my way. 

Amanda 

The 

weddin

g venue 

The 

wedding 

day of 

Colin 

and 

Aramint

a 

Order  

89.  

Princess Intan? 

Rachel Chu. 

Princess 

Intan 

The 

weddin

g venue 

The 

wedding 

day of 

Colin 

and 

Aramint

a 

Inform  



 

 

90.  

I read your great 

article about 

microloans in the 

Asian Economics 

Journal 

Princess 

Intan 

The 

weddin

g venue 

The 

wedding 

day of 

Colin 

and 

Aramint

a 

Inform  

91.  

Well, you know 

what? I think 

your critics 

missed the point. 

'Cause your 

microloans 

helped women, 

and women lift up 

economies. 

Princess 

Intan 

The 

weddin

g venue 

The 

wedding 

day of 

Colin 

and 

Aramint

a 

Describe  

92.  

It's the double 

Spanx. I can't 

breathe. 

Nick 

The 

weddin

g venue 

The 

wedding 

day of 

Colin 

and 

Aramint

a 

Inform  

93.  

You know, you 

should wear a tux 

more often. 

Nick 

The 

weddin

g venue 

The 

wedding 

day of 

Colin 

and 

Aramint

a 

Suggest  

94.  

Wha- what are 

you talking 

about? Eleanor, 

Ah Ma 

The 

weddin

g venue 

Eleanor 

hired a 

secret 

spy to 

investiga

te 

Rachel’s 

Ask  



 

 

backgro

und 

95.  

I don’t want any 

part of your 

family. 

Eleanor, 

Ah Ma 

The 

weddin

g venue 

Eleanor 

hired a 

secret 

spy to 

investiga

te 

Rachel’s 

backgro

und 

Inform  

96.  

I don’t want to 

see him. 
Piek Lin 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel 

refuse to 

meet 

Nick 

Deny 

97.  

Why didn’t you 

tell me about my 

father? 
Her 

mother 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel’s 

mother 

came to 

Singapor

e 

Ask  

98.  

Did you ever... I 

don't know, think 

about trying to 

talk to him? I 

mean, do you 

think about him? 

Her 

mother 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel’s 

mother 

came to 

Singapor

e 

Ask  

99.  

I’m really sorry. 

Her 

mother 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel’s 

mother 

came to 

Singapor

e 

Condolence  

100.  

It’s not your fault. 

Nick 
City 

park 

Meeting 

Nick 

before 

going 

back to 

Inform  



 

 

New 

York 

101.  

Thanks for 

meeting me here. 

Don’t worry 

about them. 

They’re half deaf 

and they only 

speak Hokkien. 

Eleanor 
Mahjon

g hall 

Rachel 

explaine

d herself 

to 

Eleanor  

Inform 

102.  

My mom taught 

me how to play. 

She told me 

mahjong would 

teach me 

important life 

skills. 

Negotiation, 

strategy, 

cooperation. 

Eleanor 
Mahjon

g hall 

Rachel 

explaine

d herself 

to 

Eleanor  

Inform 

103.  

I know Nick told 

you the truth 

about my mom. 

But you didn’t 

like me the 

second I got here. 

Why is that? 

Eleanor 
Mahjon

g hall 

Rachel 

explaine

d herself 

to 

Eleanor  

Ask  

104.  

Because I’m not 

rich? ‘Cause I 

didn’t go to a 

British boarding 

school or I wasn't 

born into a 

wealthy family? 

Eleanor 
Mahjon

g hall 

Rachel 

explaine

d herself 

to 

Eleanor  

Ask  

105.  

Don’t you want 

Nick to be happy? 

Eleanor 
Mahjon

g hall 

Rachel 

explaine

d herself 

to 

Eleanor  

Ask  



 

 

106.  

You don’t know 

me. 

Eleanor 
Mahjon

g hall 

Rachel 

explaine

d herself 

to 

Eleanor  

Assert  

107.  

Well, he proposed 

to me yesterday. 

He said he’d walk 

away from his 

Family and from 

you, for good. 

Eleanor 
Mahjon

g hall 

Rachel 

explaine

d herself 

to 

Eleanor  

Inform  

108.  

I’m not leaving 

‘cause I’m scared 

or because I think 

I’m not enough. 

Because maybe 

for the first time 

in my life, I know 

I am. 

Eleanor 
Mahjon

g hall 

Rachel 

explaine

d herself 

to 

Eleanor  

Assert 

109.  

Thank you for 

everything. 

Piek Lin 

Goh 

family’

s house 

Rachel 

and her 

mother 

leaving 

Singapor

e 

Thank  

110.  

Sorry, just one 

second.  

. 
Passang

er 

Airplan

e  

Rachel 

and her 

mother 

leaving 

Singapor

e 

Apologize 

111.  

Nick, what are 

you doing here? 

Nick 
Airplan

e  

Nick run 

to stop 

Rachel 

for 

going 

home 

Ask  



 

 

112.  

God, don’t make 

this harder than it 

already is. 
Nick 

Airplan

e  

Nick run 

to stop 

Rachel 

for 

going 

home 

Order  

113.  

Yes! 

Nick 
Airplan

e  

Nick 

propose

d to 

Rachel 

for the 

second 

time. 

Approve  



 

 

Appendix 2. Table of Documentation Technique 

No. Utterance 

Speech Act 
Direct/Indirect 

Speech Act Locutionary 

Act 

Illocutionary 

Act 

1.  

I’m all in. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

2.  

All right, so, how did I beat T.A. 

Curtis so very, very badly?  

Well, I know for a fact that 

Curtis is cheap. So, he’s not 

playing using logic or math, but 

using his psychology. Our brains 

so hate the idea of losing 

something that’s valuable to us, 

that we abandon all rational 

thought and make some really 

poor decisions. So Curtis wasn’t 

playing to win. He was playing 

not to lose. 

Interrogative 

form 
Representative Indirect 

3.  

Can we have one more of these, 

please?  

Interrogative 

form 
Directive  Indirect 

4.  

You wanna get pork buns in the 

East Village. That’s what it is, 

isn’t it? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive  Direct 

5.  

She has been begging me to 

come visit her, you know? 

Interrogative 

form 
Representative Indirect 

6.  

I saved you a piece. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

7.  

Mom, stop! Imperative 

form 
Directive Direct 

8.  

I mean, his parents can’t not like 

me, right? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct 



 

 

9.  

How are they different? They’re 

Chinese, I’m Chinese. I’m so 

Chinese, I’m an economics 

professor with lactose 

intolerance. 

Interrogative 

form 
Representative Indirect 

10.  

Okay, game plan. Check our 

bags, get through security, and 

then we could eat one of the 

three homemade Tupperware 

meals my mom packed for us. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

11.  

Oh. No, there's a mistake. We're 

not first class. We’re economy 

people. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

12.  
Uh, we’re good. Thank you. Declarative 

form 
Commissive Direct 

13.  

Nick, we can’t afford this. These 

pajamas are fancier than any of 

my real clothes. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

14.  
What kind of business? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

15.  
So your family is, like, rich? Interrogative 

form  
Directive Direct  

16.  

That is exactly what a super-rich 

person would say. It’s not a big 

deal, obviously. I just think it’s 

kind of weird that I had no idea. 

I mean, you have a Jamba Juice 

card, you use my Netflix 

password. You play basketball at 

that Y that kind of smells. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

17.  

I get that. But I’m going all the 

way over there to meet them. 

Kind of just want to know what 

I’m getting into. And, you know, 

they’re your family. 

Declarative 

form 
Directive Indirect  



 

 

18.  
Which half am I meeting? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

19.  

So, if you have all this family 

there, why are we staying in a 

hotel? Aren’t good Chinese sons 

supposed to stay with their 

parents? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

20.  

I can’t believe this airport has a 

butterfly garden and a movie 

theater. JFK is just salmonella 

and despair. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

21.  
You beat somebody up? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

22.  
That would be amazing. Thank 

you so much! 

Exclamation 

form 
Expressive Direct  

23.  
Oh, my God! You look amazing. Exclamation 

form 
Expressive  Direct  

24.  
And this is quite a place. Declarative 

form 
Expressive  Indirect 

25.  
Wow! Oh, my god! Your house 

is amazing, Mrs. Goh. 

Exclamation 

form 
Expressive  Direct  

26.  
Sorry. Auntie Neenah. Declarative 

form 
Expressive  Direct  

27.  

Oh, my God, no. Actually, if it 

wasn’t for her, I’d be a big mess. 

She was a huge help to me in 

college. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

28.  
Um, I’m an economics 

professor. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

29.  

Oh, well, my boyfriend’s 

actually from Singapore and 

that’s why we’re here. We’re 

here to go to his best friend’s 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  



 

 

wedding where he’s going to be 

the best man. 

30.  
His name is Nick Young. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

31.  
Yeah. You guys know them or 

something? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

32.  

I don’t really know what they’re, 

I mean, I haven’t met them yet. 

I’m going to meet them tonight. 

I’m going to Nick’s grandma’s 

house. 

Declarative 

form  
Representative Direct 

33.  
Yeah, I thought red was a lucky 

color, right? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct 

34.  
Yeah, but Nick is not like that. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

35.  
Thank you for driving me. Declarative 

form 
Expressive Direct 

36.  
No, it says this is the address. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

37.  

Do you know where the Young 

family house is? Nicholas 

Young? I’m, I’m Rachel Chu. 

I’m here to, to go to his family 

dinner. 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

38.  
Oh, my God, it’s beautiful. Exclamation 

form 
Expressive Direct  

39.  
Oh, uh, this is my friend, Peik 

Lin. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

40.  
You have a cocktail dress in 

your trunk? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

41.  
I thought this was just a family 

thing. 

Declarative 

form 
Directive Indirect  



 

 

42.  

You know, when you said you 

grew up in your grandma’s 

house, I wasn’t expecting this. I 

mean, this place is gorgeous, and 

like the rolling green hills. I 

mean, there are armed guards 

out there. And a giant tiger. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

43.  
Do you want to head in? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Indirect 

44.  
Oh, my gosh! I, I’m so happy to 

meet you, Mrs. Young. 

Exclamation 

form 
Expressive Direct  

45.  

Uh, no. Well, my dad actually 

died before I was born and, um, 

my mom didn’t even go to 

college. She actually hardly 

spoke any English when she 

immigrated to the United States. 

But she worked really hard, and 

she studied, and she earned her 

real estate license while she was 

waiting tables to support us. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

46.  
Okay, she hates me. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

47.  
Nice to meet you, Michael. Exclamation 

form  
Expressive Direct  

48.  
Oh, my God! So sorry. Exclamation 

form 
Expressive Direct  

49.  
So, Oliver, are you a cousin, 

too? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct 

50.  
Why would they want to buy a 

rare Cambodian gong? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

51.  
Is it just me or are people, like, 

staring at me? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

52.  
Hi, I’m Rachel Chu. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  



 

 

53.  
That’s very impressive. Exclamation 

form 
Expressive Direct  

54.  
Let’s go! Imperative 

form 
Directive Direct 

55.  
I don’t wanna lose an arm. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

56.  
I think my masseuse just got me 

pregnant. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

57.  
What do you mean? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

58.  

I’m not gonna make a scene. I’m 

not gonna give them the 

satisfaction. 

Declarative 

form 
Commissive Direct  

59.  

Why would Araminta even have 

friends like them? They're so 

mean. 

Interrogative 

form 
Representative Indirect  

60.  

I mean, I know Michael didn’t 

have to deal with catty, fish-

killing sociopaths, but how did 

you two get through all this? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

61.  
Well, at least tell me it gets 

better. 

Imperative 

form 
Directive Direct  

62.  
You okay? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

63.  
You could talk to me. Declarative 

form 
Directive Indirect 

64.  
I’m really sorry Astrid. Declarative 

form 
Expressive Direct  

65.  

I thought I was here to meet 

your family, go to your best 

friend's wedding, eat some good 

food. Instead, I feel like I'm a 

villain in a soap opera who's 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  



 

 

plotting to steal your family 

fortune. 

66.  

I’m not done yet. There was also 

the gutted, bloody fish that 

Araminta’s friends left for me in 

my hotel room on my bed next 

to the words ‘Catch this, you 

gold digging bitch’ written in 

big fat serial-killer letters. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

67.  

You know what? I don't even 

care about those stupid girls, 

with their stupid little designer 

handbags and sunglasses. I don't 

care about that. I don't care that 

your ex-girlfriend told me all 

this crap. It's that you didn't tell 

me any of it. 

Interrogative 

form 
Representative Indirect  

68.  

Why? What… Were you trying 

to test me? Why would you do 

that? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

69.  

You know what? We need to do 

something tonight. We need to 

do something that's just you and 

me, okay? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Indirect  

70.  
Then can we eat them? Interrogative 

form  
Directive Direct  

71.  
Okay. That’s so cute. And then 

you eat the baby. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

72.  
Did Ah Ma teach you that? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

73.  
Did you guys all learn when you 

were kids? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct 

74.  

That’s a beautiful ring, Aunty 

Eleanor. I’ve never seen 

anything like it. 

Exclamation 

form 
Expressive Direct  



 

 

75.  
That’s very romantic. How did 

you guys meet? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

76.  
Oh, I didn’t know you were a 

lawyer. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

77.  
Oh. Hi. I think I’m a little lost. 

This house is pretty big 

Declarative 

form  
Representative Direct  

78.  

Oh, no, you know what? I'm 

sorry I made an assumption. I 

didn't mean to offend you. 

Interrogative 

form 
Expressive Indirect 

79.  
Gosh, I'm so sorry. I had no 

idea. 

Exclamation 

form 
Expressive Direct  

80.  
But, she came around, 

obviously. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

81.  
You were just a kid? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct 

82.  

It’s like the second one. 

Except for in a way that made 

me wanna, like, cry and puke at 

the same time. 

And she looked at me like I was 

nothing. 

Declarative 

form  
Representative Direct  

83.  

Okay, nobody said they hated 

my face. And Ah Ma, she liked 

my face. She said I had a lucky 

nose. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

84.  

I feel like I shouldn't even go to 

the wedding. You know, it's 

Colin and Araminta's day, I don't 

wanna cause any drama there. I 

feel like I should just sit it out. 

You know? Tell Nick I had food 

poisoning or something. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 



 

 

85.  

Yeah, she's like trying to play a 

game of chicken with me, where 

she's like coming at me, and 

like, thinking I'm going to 

swerve like a chicken. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

86.  
What are you doing tonight? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

87.  
Thank you! Exclamation 

form 
Expressive Direct 

88.  
Amanda, you’re in my way. Declarative 

form 
Directive Indirect 

89.  
Princess Intan? Rachel Chu. Interrogative 

form 
Representative Indirect  

90.  

I read your great article about 

microloans in the Asian 

Economics Journal 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

91.  

Well, you know what? I think 

your critics missed the point. 

'Cause your microloans helped 

women, and women lift up 

economies. 

Interrogative 

form  
Representative Indirect 

92.  
It's the double Spanx. I can't 

breathe. 

Declarative 

form  
Representative Direct  

93.  
You know, you should wear a 

tux more often. 

Declarative 

form 
Directive Indirect  

94.  
Wha- what are you talking 

about? 

Interrogative 

form  
Directive Direct  

95.  
I don’t want any part of your 

family. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

96.  
I don’t want to see him. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

97.  
Why didn’t you tell me about 

my father? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  



 

 

98.  

Did you ever... I don't know, 

think about trying to talk to him? 

I mean, do you think about him? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

99.  
I’m really sorry. Declarative 

form 
Expressive Direct  

100.  

It’s not your fault. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

101.  

Thanks for meeting me here. 

Don’t worry about them. 

They’re half deaf and they only 

speak Hokkien. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct 

102.  

My mom taught me how to play. 

She told me mahjong would 

teach me important life skills. 

Negotiation, strategy, 

cooperation. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

103.  

I know Nick told you the truth 

about my mom. But you didn’t 

like me the second I got here. 

Why is that? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct  

104.  

Because I’m not rich? ‘Cause I 

didn’t go to a British boarding 

school or I wasn't born into a 

wealthy family? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct 

105.  

Don’t you want Nick to be 

happy? 

Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct 

106.  

You don’t know me. Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

107.  

Well, he proposed to me 

yesterday. He said he’d walk 

away from his Family and from 

you, for good. 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  

108.  

I’m not leaving ‘cause I’m 

scared or because I think I’m not 

enough. Because maybe for the 

Declarative 

form 
Representative Direct  



 

 

first time in my life, I know I 

am. 

109.  

Thank you for everything. Declarative 

form 
Expressive Direct  

110.  

Sorry, just one second.  

. 

Declarative 

form 
Expressive Direct  

111.  

Nick, what are you doing here? Interrogative 

form 
Directive Direct 

112.  

God, don’t make this harder than 

it already is. 

Exclamation 

form 
Directive Indirect  

113.  

Yes! Declarative 

form 
Declaration Direct  
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